ATTENTION BOXER OWNERS

It has come to the attention of the Boxer Breed Council Health Committee that an inherited heart condition, known as cardiomyopathy, is now occurring with increased frequency in the breed.

The disease can affect dogs as young as a few months but typically is found in adults of a wide range of ages.

The effects vary in severity from fast, irregular heart beats (arrhythmia) without obvious signs in some dogs, to fainting (without fitting), exercise intolerance, bloating of the belly, frequent cough, laboured breathing, and loss of weight, ultimately leading to sudden death in others.

Treatments are available.

The Boxer Breed Council Health Committee is eager to take actions that will deal with the problem.

To achieve this it needs to have all possible cases seen by a vet, preferably with confirmation by a cardiologist, 

and then reported with pedigree,

either to the cardiologist dealing with the problem, 

Dr Paul Wotton (p.wotton@vet.gla.ac.uk)

or the geneticist, 

Dr Bruce Cattanach (tel 01235 835410, email bcattanach@steynmere.freeserve.co.uk).

Written consent that the information can be used to help the breed needs to be given to the cardiologist or geneticist using forms they will provide.

